Hormone receptors and breast cancer: correlations with clinical and histologic features.
The possible relationships between hormone receptor status and several clinical (age, gynecologic history, clinical stage) and morphologic aspects (histologic grade, vascular invasion, lymphocytic infiltration, necrosis, fibrosis, elastosis and lymph node metastasis) were evaluated. A highly significant correlation between estrogen receptor levels, patient age, menses regularity and postmenopausal status was found. The histologic features most significantly related to tumor receptor status were histologic grade, lymphocytic infiltrate, necrosis and elastosis. Since these same histologic aspects appear to influence prognosis in breast cancer, the prognostic significance attributed to tumor receptor levels is substantiated. Therefore the importance of this assay is confirmed, not only for its diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, but also for its prognostic value.